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SUBJECT: MOTLANA PAVORS US DISINVESTMENT 

1. OP GENERAL INTEREST IS VIEW ON US INVESTMENT IN RSA 
EXPRESSED TO CONGEN BY DR. NTHATO MOTLANA, CHAIRMAN OP 
SOWETO COMMITTEE OF TEN, DURING EVENING APRIL 18. MOTLANA 
HAD JUST GIVEN TAPED INTERVIEW TO WASHINGTON STAR REPORTER 
IN WHICH HE HAD SAID THAT HE PAVORED CONTINUED US (AND 
POREIGN) INVESTMENT, PRESUMABLY POR USUAL REASONS THAT 
SUCH INVESTMENT MEANT LEVERAGE FOR PROMOTING IMPROVED 
CONDITIONS POR BLACKS AND THAT DISINVESTMENT WOULD WORK 
GREATER HARDSHIP POR BLACKS THAN WHITES. 

2. MOTLANA SAID THAT WHAT HE WOULD SAY POR PUBLICATION 
DIPFERED DIAMETRICALLY FROM WHAT HE WOULD SAY PRIVATELY, 

NAMELY THAT HE BELIEVED US INTERESTS SHOULD DISINVEST 
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IN RSA. HE AND COLLEAGUES HAD CHECKED LEGAL IMPLICATION 
OP TAKING THIS STAND PUBLICLY WITH PROMINENT DEFENSE 
ATTORNEY SHUN CHETTY, WHO HAD TOLD THEM THEY WOULD BE 
LIABLE TO PROSECUTION BY SAG AND IMPRISONMENT POR TEN 
YEARS AT ROBBEN ISLAND. MOTLANA SAID HE WAS NOT AFRAID 
TO GO TO ROBBEN ISLAND POR SOME CONCEIVABLE SERIOUS 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY, BUT HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO GO TO JAIL 
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FOR SPEAKING OUT ON THIS ISSUE. THEREFORE, HE HAD DECIDED 
TO DISSEMBLE. HIS FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES WERE DOING THE 
SAME, AND HE BELIEVED MOST POLITICAL ACTIVISTS PELT AS 
HE DID THAT IT WOULD HELP THEIR CAUSE IF THE US ANNOUNCED 
AN INVESTMENT EMBARGO. 

3. COMMENT: MOTLANA CONTINUES TO BE THE LEADER (THOUGH SELF- 
APPOINTED) MOST RESPECTED BY BLACKS IN SOWETO. MY EXPERIENCE 
WITH HIM, EXTENDING OVER TWO YEARS AND MADE MORE PERSONAL 
DURING HIS TIME IN DETENTION WHEN WE PAID CALLS ON HIM IN 
JAIL, PERSUADES ME HE IS A STRAIGHT-SHOOTER WITH US. 

4. POOTNOTE: MOTLANA CONTINUES TO HOPE THAT CONGRESSMAN 
WILSON (D TEXAS) CAN HELP FIND HIS SON KARABO A UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP IN TEXAS. 

JOHNSON 
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